


FIRST

Our family moved into the house we call our home back in June of 2011. It was a wel-
come move from the smaller, town-home style house we lived in prior to that. It had a
nice little yard for our growing number of kids and big dog to run around in, and Layne’s
vision for colored walls, hand-sewn curtains, and cozy wall hangings made it a place to
call “home”. We fell in love with this house. One of the first conversations we had with
the home owner was about the possibility of purchasing it from him outright. Almost
two years later he approached us and offered us the opportunity to do just that. It was
a wonderful feeling, and our hearts leapt at the chance. We had already renovated and
prepared the two flats out back, the one bathroom, and a small kitchen (with the help
of a wonderful group of young people from our church in Arizona) in preparation for
Casa Ahava, and it just felt right. We spoke with Sergio, a church member who works
as a realtor, who already knew about our vision for Casa Ahava. We wanted to be as in-
formed as p055|ble about pricing, legal obligations and other in-

formation regarding the purchase of a home A few days later,

Sergio called Jon up with an idea; if you're looking for a long-

term home for Casa Ahava, why 'not look for another property

that would help Casa Ahava expand to be bigger and have space

more suited to the community it's designed for? Hesitantly Jon .

agreed and the two went to see the other property

Sergio had in mind. Jon remained unconvinced. At

that point, Casa Ahava wasn’t even approved by the

hospital or Social Services department and it seemed

unlikely that would happen soon. It would feel gratu-

itous to purchase a large house (with extra attached

bedrooms bathrooms and kitchen) for just the Heller

family without any indication that Casa Ahava would

start there soon. In our hearts, the matter was put to

rest and we continued our pursuit to purchase the home we

knew and loved. One week later, we got a phone call. After

waiting on and working with the administration at the hospital,

Casa Ahava was approved and could start immediately. It was

an incredible and holy moment. We started inviting patients.

We started with one, then a second, then a third, and then two

more were coming in from out of town that we knew from

years passed. Our guest room/office/girls play room was con-

verted into another Casa Ahava room, while our office space

moved into our own bedroom and the girls play space moved

into the dining room. Our hearts continued to groan as we con-

tinued to tell patients in the hospital who longed to find a ¢

family and home that there was simply no space for them. Yet God whispered of
something else. He whispered his tears for those who are sick, who are strangers, who
long to be visited and invited in. Layne wanted to see the pIace Sergio had shown
Jon, so we set another date and we went. Jon, caught in his skepticism that this place
was too big and could not be used, continued to resist the idea. Layne saw immediately
that this was the direction God was leading. It could be that specific property, or an-
other, but her heart soared with the vision for what Casa Ahava could be in a place like
this. With 9 bedrooms, two kitchens, 6 bathrooms, space to plant a farm, raise chick-
ens, and even rehabilitate a little warehouse into a chapel this was a pIace Casa Ahava
could grow. This was a place Jesus could welcome the stranger, visit the sick, feed the
hungry and thirsty, clothe the naked, and release the bonds of those imprisoned by
their sickness. After many late nights of discussion and prayer, we felt peace that this
was indeed where God was leading us; Growth.




THE B1G 1DEA THINGS TO KNOW
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Money to purchase a property. To give you an idea: the asking price for the home
we were shown is $500,000. (Main house - 5 bedrooms, 4 full bathrooms, 2 living
spaces, kitchen, dining room, and basement. Plus - 4 detached flats, 2 bathrooms,
kitchen, 2 large warehouses, a swimming pool, and a large garden/small farm. Sits on
a Hector of land, which is 2.47 acres.)

Start up costs for a new home. This would include beds for more patients, AC units,
hot water heaters, possibly some kitchen and room renovations in order to be patient
friendly, etc.)

Increased monthly support. We provide all basic needs of our patients, so by in-
creasing the number of patients, we would increase our day-to-day operating costs.
This also includes the added expenses of maintaining a larger property.

What are we asking of you? Since the beginning of our ministry, we have strongly felt
a part of a team. As a team member, we ask that you pray about the things we have
communicated. Pray for direction, discernment, provision, faith, etc. As you pray, if
you sense the Lord is telling you something, would you share that with us?

So that’s it. We're going to keep doing it,
keep trying to be faithful in it, and keep
trusting that Jesus Christ smiles along with
each patient we get the chance to visit.
We are hoping to grow.

We are hoping to serve more.

We know that Jesus provides for what He
says to do.

We ftrust that.




